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(cham’pe-on) 
n. 1. A winner of first place in 
a competition. 2. One who 
shows marked superiority. 
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A Night 
Of Emotion 


Huskers turn in top performance 
in game that almost didn’t happen 


THIS EDITION _ of 
Huskers Illustrated was 
scheduled to be pub- 
lished a week ago. But 
the sports world fittingly 
took a back seat when 
tragedy struck our coun- 
try Sept. 11. 

Obviously, many 
things have changed and will continue 
to change. Sports and college football 
are back, but things are far from normal. 
It’s a difficult time. 


Brian 
HILL 


who saw action, led by quarterback Eric 
Crouch who passed for three touch- 
downs and ran for two more. After 
some not so great numbers earlier in the 
season, Crouch probably placed himself 
right back in the Heisman Trophy race 
with a 9-of-11 passing performance for 
165 yards and three touchdowns. 
Through four games, he has completed 
62.3 percent of his passes. 

“T thought he was special,” Nebraska 
Coach Frank Solich said. “I don’t think 
there’s any question about that. | 
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able to both schools. The 
rare Thursday night game 
in Lincoln was basically a 
compromise. 

Although Rice most 
likely didn’t feel good 
about the 48-3 outcome, it 
was a feel-good night for most of the 
77,344 in attendance, as well as the 
players and coaches. | know of at least 
one member of the media who was a lit- 
tle misty-eyed during the pre-game 
activities, which included the Scarlet 
and Cream singers leading the crowd in 
“God Bless America,” a huge “USA” 
card section in the East Stadium, a 
Husker Vision tribute to those who have 
helped others, a special color guard and 
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New Blackshirts 


Redshirted freshman Lornell 
McPherson didn’t expect to get a black 
practice jersey on the Monday following 
the Notre Dame game. Junior Jon 
Clanton, however, did. 

Clanton is a nose tackle, and the 
starter at that position, Jason Lohr, suf- 
fered a season-ending knee injury 
against Notre Dame. So it was reason- 
able to assume that Clanton, who had 
been second, would move up to the top 
spot on the depth chart — and in so 
doing become a Blackshirt. 

That’s why, when he got the black 
practice jersey, he asked Jeff Jamrog, his 
position coach, if he would have gotten 
one anyway. Jamrog told him he almost 
certainly would have. 

“T thought Jon was on track to get 
one regardless of Jason’s situation,” 
Jamrog said. 

McPherson, a cornerback, was sur- 
prised to be a Blackshirt three games 
into his first season after redshirting — 
he started the first two as a nickel back. 
“When they called my name, | was 
about to start screaming,” he said. “I 
knew I had been playing good. The 
coaches had complimented me. 

“But to become a Blackshirt now, 
that’s just a whole other level.” 

Clanton played well in the first two 
games and might have gotten the covet- 
ed Blackshirt after the second against 
Troy State. But the “consensus was (to) 
kind of challenge Jon to play well 
against Notre Dame and see how he did 
and then make the determination after 
that,” said Jamrog. 

Clanton, who played 40 snaps 
against Notre Dame and was credited 
with four tackles and one sack, is athlet- 
ic and has always performed well in 
strength and conditioning tests. In the 
past, “at times, Jon was just out there,” 
Jamrog said. “Now he’s starting to 
make some plays.” 

In the past, part of the problem was 
that Clanton “struggled a little bit with 
some confidence.” 

Clanton was a member of the 1998 
recruiting class, which included Lohr 
and defensive tackle Jeremy Slechta. 
Lohr and Slechta played as true fresh- 
men, while Clanton was redshirted. 

“Sometimes that can have an effect, 
potentially negative, on you,” said 
Jamrog. “But ever since I’ve been work- 
ing with him, he’s tried hard. I just think 
things are starting to click. He got confi- 
dence in the (Alamo) bow] by getting a 
sack fairly early. And I think that spi- 
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raled into spring ball.” 

Clanton worked with the No. 1 
defense in the spring because Lohr was 
sidelined by a back problem. Lohr also 
missed much of the season-opener 
against TCU because of an ankle sprain. 

“He just had some really tough luck 
this last year,” Jamrog said. 

Lohr suffered a torn lateral collateral 
ligament in his left knee in the Notre 
Dame game and underwent surgery the 
next day. Because he hasn't redshirted, 
Nebraska will look into his getting a 
medical hardship. “We'll try to gather as 
much information as we can,” Coach 
Frank Solich said. 

Clanton and Lohr roomed together 
their second year at Nebraska, as well as 
on the road. 

“T’d love to have him come back next 
year with me,” said Clanton. 

Lohr has played in every game since 
he was a freshman and was a starter last 
season. So “there’s no doubt, there’s no 
beating around the bush, you're going 
to miss Jason Lohr,” Jamrog said. 

Clanton isn’t the only player who 
will need to step up in Lohr’s absence. 
Sophomore Ryon Bingham and _ true 
freshman Manaia Brown also figure into 
the mix at nose tackle. 

Slechta, senior Casey Nelson and 
sophomore Patrick Kabongo remain the 
top defensive tackles, in that order. 
Jamrog has challenged them. “They’re 
going to have to step up,” he said. 

“Tf they do that, I think we’re going 
to be fine and still be able to do the type 


Jon Clanton 


of things we want our defense to do up- 
front. We're still going to be able to keep 
guys fresh. And hopefully we'll play at 
a high level with whoever we put in 
there, (from among) those six guys.” 

Even though Brown was hampered 
by a pulled quadriceps during two-a- 
day practices, there was little considera- 
tion given to redshirting him. “Manaia 
has made strides,” said Jamrog. 

“It takes a lot of snaps and repetition 
to get to know the blocking schemes 
because we do run multiple fronts. We 
don’t just line up in the same thing all 
day. So I see Manaia getting better and 
better.” 

Against Notre Dame, “he really 
showed excellent movement for a guy 
that weighs 300 pounds. In fact, right 
behind Jon (Clanton), he may be the sec- 
ond quickest nose guard we have.” 

Clanton was pleased to be a 
Blackshirt. 

“I've always said good things come 
to guys who wait,” he said. “Obviously 
I've paid my dues. I’ve been here four 
years. I finally got my Blackshirt and 
I’m starting. I didn’t actually beat Jason 
out, but, you know, obviously I’m capa- 
ble of starting. 

“So it’s a big light at the end of the 
tunnel. I’m pumped for it. I didn’t 
expect it this soon. I expected to get a 
Blackshirt this year, after the first couple 
of games I played. I didn’t expect to 
start. 

“But you never know what's going 
to happen.” 


PLAY BALL 

Pitcher Shane Komine underwent an 
MRI on his right shoulder in early 
September and though it showed no lig- 
ament tears, he was expected to undergo 
minor surgery. 

Komine, who has a career record of 
31-8, was experiencing irritation in the 
shoulder. 

Pitching coach Rob Childress told the 
Lincoln Journal Star that the problem 
was similar to one for which former 
Cornhusker catcher Justin Cowan under- 
went knee surgery. 

Assuming Komine went ahead with 
the surgery, he would not pitch during 
fall practice, which was scheduled to 
begin on Sept. 20. The tentative fall ros- 
ter included 49 players, 24 of them new- 
comers. 

Returning Players 

Drew Anderson, So., OF, Kearney, Neb.; 
Jeremy Becker, Fr., LHP, Scottsbluff, Neb.; 
Jeff Blaesing, Sr., RHP, Lockport, Ill.; Jeff 
Blevins, Sr., INF, Sand Springs, Okla.; Will 
Bolt, Sr., INF, Conroe, Texas; Jason Burch, 
So., RHP, Papillion, Neb.; Waylon Byers, Jr., 
LHP, Milo, lowa; Derrick Conte, So., RHP, 
Oklahoma City; Mike Duren, Fr., OF/INF, 
Arvada, Colo.; Ben Duval, So., INF, Lincoln, 
Neb.; Brandon Eymann, Sr., INF, Papillion, 
Neb.; Steve Hale, Jr, RHP, Yukon, Okla.; 
Matt Hopper, Jr., 1B/DH, Morrison, Colo.; 
Shane Komine, Sr., RHP, Honolulu; Jeff 
Leise, Jr., OF, Omaha; Jed Morris, Jr., C, 
Seabrook, Texas; Sam Nocita, Fr., C, Gretna, 
Neb.; Justin Pekarek, So., LHP, Staplehurst, 
Neb.; Brent Potter, Jr., RHP Runnells, lowa; 
Adrian Rider, So., RHP, Omaha; Jamie 
Rodrigue, Jr., LHP, St. Clair, Mo.; Justin 
Seely, Sr., OF, Nacogdoches, Texas; Mike 
Sillman, So., RHP, Omaha; Mitch Solt, Fr., 
LHP, Central City, Neb.; Dustin Timm, So., 
RHP, Yutan, Neb. 

New Players 

Jeff Bieker, Fr, RHP, Hays, Kan.; Josh 
Birmingham, Jr., INF, Hobbs, N.M.; Aaron 
Boettcher, Fr., RHP, Omaha; Daniel Bruce, 
Fr., OF, Omaha; Marcellus Dawson, Jr., 
3B/OF, Milwaukee; Nick Derr, Fr, LHP, 
Papillion; Brian Duensing, Fr., LHP, Omaha; 
David Ferazza, Fr., C, Hayward, Calif.; John 
Grose, So., C, Henderson, Nev.; Tag Horner, 
Fr., LHP, Duncan, Okla.; Darren Hoffart, Fr., 
C/INF, Omaha; Rob Horst, Jr., OF, Gering, 
Neb.; Jason Huss, Fr., RHP, Fresno, Calif.; 
Casey Jorgenson, Fr., RHP, Sioux Falls, S.D.; 
Curtis Ledbetter, So., C/INF, Lawrence, Kan.; 
Aaron Marsden, So., LHP, Grand Forks, N.D.; 
Nolan Mast, Fr., INF, Austin, Texas; Matt 
McMurtry, Fr., LHP/OF, North Platte, Neb.; 
Chase Odenreider, Fr., INF, Omaha; Adam 
Riddle, Jr., OF, Abilene, Texas; J.D. 
Scholten, Sr., RHP, Sioux City, lowa; Chad 
Steele, Fr., C/OF, Omaha; Joe Simokaitis, Fr., 
INF, St. Louis; Phil Shirek, Fr., RHP, Minot, 
N.D. 


NOT AS EASY AS IT LOOKS 

|-back Dahrran Diedrick was penalized 
for unsportsmanlike conduct following 
his 33-yard touchdown run against Troy 
State because he took a long, drum- 
major stride just before crossing the goal 
line. Even though he understood the rea- 
son for the penalty, he didn’t consider 
what he did excessive. 

“It's fine,” he said of the rule. “But | 
wish we'd have a little bit more leeway 
because after you score, sometimes you 
don’t even know what you’re doing 
you're so excited. 

“It's kind of hard to just hand off the 
ball to the referee.” m 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


PICKING UP THE PIECES 

The plan was to return to some semblance of normalcy as quickly as possible 
in the aftermath of the terrible tragedies on Sept. 11 in New York City, 
Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania. 

Nevertheless, the Nebraska-Rice football game had to be rescheduled. 

Nebraska was interested in trying to play the game as scheduled, but Rice 
“respectfully declined,” according to a release issued by the Nebraska sports 
information office. 

Cornhusker Coach Frank Solich said on the day after the events that he had 
talked to Rice Coach Ken Hatfield, who told him “his (Hatfield’s) players had con- 
cerns” about flying. 

Although Nebraska and Rice both had open dates on Saturday Sept. 22, the 
game was played on Thursday Sept. 20 at Rice’s request. In addition to having dif- 
ficulty scheduling a flight for a Sept. 22 game, there were travel considerations 
related to the Owls’ Sept. 29 game at Hawaii. 

Rice officials were interested in playing the game at the end of the season, but 
that wouldn't have worked for Nebraska. So the choice was to play on Sept. 20 or 
not at all. 

“We know this will be an inconvenience for our fans and business owners, 
however, the only other alternative was to cancel the game entirely,” Nebraska 
Chancellor Harvey Pearlman said. 

The Big 12 Conference had given schools the go-ahead to play games as 
scheduled. 

The Husker soccer team’s matches against Washington and Portland in 
Portland, Ore., on the Friday and Saturday following the tragedies were canceled. 


NOT THERE 

Former Cornhusker All-American Dave Rimington, president of the Boomer 
Esiason Foundation, had an office on the 101st floor of One World Trade Center. 
However, he attended the Nebraska-Notre Dame game and then remained in 
Omaha, visiting family afterward. 

Former Cornhusker Coach Tom Osborne, now a congressman, evacuated his 
Washington, D.C., office and walked the approximate six blocks to his apartment 
the day of the tragedies. 


SETBACK 

Sophomore offensive tackle Chris Loos, who was expected 
to compete with Dan Waldrop for the starting job on the right 
side, will remain sidelined while recovering from December 
knee surgery. 

“His knee has been bothering him more, so it will be some 
time before he gets the strength built back up in there,” Solich 
said the week before the Notre Dame game. 


SIDELINED 

Defensive back Rodney Burgess, a junior college transfer, 
underwent shoulder surgery the week of the Notre Dame 
game and was lost for the remainder of the season. Though 
Burgess saw limited action in the Troy State game, Nebraska will petition for a 
medical hardship to preserve a season’s eligibility. 


AS GOOD AS IT GETS 

Senior middle linebacker Jamie Burrow was named the Big 12 “Defensive 
Player of the Week” for his performance against Notre Dame. He made 11 tackles 
and recovered a fumble. 

The previous week against Troy State, true freshman middle linebacker Barrett 
Ruud led the Cornhuskers in tackles. “We feel very, very good about the middle 
linebacker position,” Solich said. “We’re getting the kind of ‘Mike’ backer play that 
is needed.” 

Solich praised Burrow’s play against Notre Dame. 

It was “just a great game by him,” Solich said. 


DIETARY MATTER 

Notre Dame Coach Bob Davie was impressed by Nebraska's state-of-the-art 
performance program. “| was looking at the Nebraska press guide, and I'm just 
glad we're not playing them in a nutrition contest,” he said. “I’ve never seen so 
many nutritionists and weight coaches.” 


Chris Loos 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 7 


STATEORTHE | 0054 


Close 
To Home 


Two Huskers spend anxious moments 
following tragedy in New York City 


CHRIS GIACONE WAS AWAKENED by 
Jon Rutherford, one of his roommates, on 
the morning of Sept. 11. “Your brother 
works in the Trade Center, doesn’t he?” 
Rutherford asked. 

Giacone’s brother Mike worked in the 
World Trade Center in New York City, as 
did his sister-in-law Roseanne. Their 
employer, Morgan Stanley Dean Witter, 
had offices there. 

Giacone told Rutherford that was right, that his brother 
did work at the Trade Center. 

“A plane just ran right into it,” said Rutherford. 

For the next several hours, an anxious 
Giacone watched television coverage of the 
tragedy wrought by the terrorists who 
hijacked four commercial airliners, crashing 
two into the World Trade Center and one into 
the Pentagon. “It was crazy,” Giacone told 
reporters after football practice later that day. 

“I was watching these two huge buildings 
fall down. | was just in there this summer to go 
see my brother, his office. I just couldn’t 
believe it... so many thoughts going through 
my head.” 

During those several hours, Giacone tried 
to call to learn if his brother and sister-in-law 
were safe. “I couldn’t find out anything,” he 
said. “All the lines were pretty much down.” 

It wasn’t until 2 p.m. or 2:30 that he finally 
talked with another brother, Mario, who told 
him that Mike was all right. Soon after, he 
learned that Roseanne was OK also. Mike Giacone’s train 
into the city had been late, “but my sister-in-law was on 
time. She was there,” Chris said. 

“Wow, my family members could have died today. | 
really appreciate them.” 

Giacone’s name might not be all that familiar. He just 
joined the Cornhusker football team on the first day of 
classes, after transferring from Mississippi State — where 
he redshirted. A quarterback-defensive back, he is sitting 
out this season, as is mandatory under NCAA transfer 
rules. 

He is from Westfield, N.J., about a 25-minute train ride 
from lower Manhattan. 

Jammal Lord, the Cornhuskers’ sophomore quarter- 
back, is from Bayonne, N.J., which is just to the north of 
Staten Island, one of New York City’s five boroughs. 

Lord, like Giacone, spent some anxious moments that 
terrible Tuesday. He has relatives who work near what 
used to be the World Trade Center. “I had to call them and 
make sure they were OK, (that) everybody’s safe,” said 
Lord. “Everybody was cool. Thank God for cell phones. 
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Jammal Lord has rela- 
tives who work near the 
World Trade Center site. 


“You wake up at 9 o’clock in the morning expecting to 
go to work, and people are flying planes into buildings. 
You've got to hope and pray for people’s families, hope it’s 
not your family.” 

Other players had family and friends in the areas affect- 
ed by the terrorist attacks. Senior middle linebacker Jamie 
Burrow, for example, has an uncle who works as a civilian 
at the Pentagon — he was OK. But Giacone and Lord 
attracted the most reporters because of where they are 
from. 

The interview was Giacone’s introduction to those who 
cover the Cornhuskers. 

During times of crisis, reporters work to localize stories, 
and Giacone and Lord provided an obvious 
opportunity. But the magnitude in this case 
transcended locale. Players and coaches readi- 
ly empathized with the families of victims 
because of shared humanity and heritage. 

The day’s awful events distracted players 
during practice. Beforehand, Coach Frank 
Solich talked with the team about what had 
happened. “We live in difficult times, and it’s 
something that we had to talk about,” he said. 
“There’s no question that this was something 
on everybody’s mind. 

“Our first concern certainly is with the peo- 
ple of this country who are suffering right 
now. But eventually, we need to get back to 
business, whenever that is. As coaches, you 
always talk to your players about doing their 
jobs. As tough as it was, we went out there and 
practiced.” 

And, he added, “we expected them to practice well.” 

Solich, who moved forward following the death of his 
father a little over a week before, could draw from person- 
al experience in talking with his players, though he chose 
not to. 

He was on the Nebraska team that played Oklahoma 
the day after President John F. Kennedy was assassinated 
in November of 1963. “That was not a good situation, 
either,” said Solich. 

“It was a difficult time for everybody. As players, we 
were not involved in the decision-making process. We just 
went forward and played the game when it was deter- 
mined that it would be played. I think everybody likes to 
get back to normalcy as much as possible and as quickly as 
possible. 

“That's the way I looked at it. As tragic as it was, you 
had to move forward. In this situation, as drastic and as 
terrible as it is, everyone will try to move forward at some 
point in time.” 

That point has been reached. The games go on, but 
without forgetting what has happened. 
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Learning 
On The Job 


Solich, Bohl continue to get 
more comfortable with their roles 


NOW WELL INTO HIS FOURTH season as 
Nebraska’s head football coach, Frank 
Solich says he’s learned plenty. In fact, the 
longtime Cornhusker assistant admits he’s 
even starting to enter a comfort zone. 

Nebraska second-year defensive coordi- 
nator Craig Bohl wishes he could feel the 
same, but said he’s getting there. 

Solich, who served as an assistant coach 
under Tom Osborne for 19 seasons, took a 
31-7 record into this season, which marked 
the best 3-year start by a Nebraska coach in school history. 
In fact, Solich’s .816 winning percentage, which 
has improved with his team’s undefeated start 
this season, was tied for the fourth-best 3-year 
start in NCAA Division I-A history. 

“] feel like it’s without question been a learn- 
ing process in a lot of ways,” Solich said. “Not 
only in just coaching, handling your staff, han- 
dling your players and handling the public, but 
also in handling the media. To me, it’s all been a 
little bit of a growing process, and I certainly feel 
comfortable with my role. Certainly there’s no 
discomfort at all in my approach to this job.” 

Solich dealt with plenty of adversity in his 
first three seasons as Nebraska's head coach. In 
his rookie year in 1998, the Huskers were 
plagued by injuries and finished 9-4, marking 
the program’s first four-loss season since 1968. 
NU bounced back in ‘99, avenging its only loss 
against Texas with a win in the Big 12 
Championship game and finishing 12-1 after a 
convincing Fiesta Bowl win over Tennessee. 

That set the stage for last season, as Solich’s squad began 
the year ranked No. 1. However, a midseason loss at 
Oklahoma and a 29-28 setback at Kansas State left Nebraska 
with a 10-2 season following an Alamo Bowl win over 
Northwestern. 

While it’s been a solid start to a head-coaching career by 
most standards, Solich still has some critics among Husker 
fans, known for their sky-high expectations. Solich can 
probably thank his predecessor for that, as Osborne won 
three national championships in his final four seasons 
before handing off the baton to Solich. 

Still, Solich said he tries his best to not let the criticism get 
to him. He said he definitely feels more comfortable now 
than he did heading into his rookie year in ‘98. 

“I don’t know how comfortable I was about the job when 
I took it,” Solich said. “Maybe I didn’t know enough to be 
uncomfortable. But I think as you're in it a while, if you’re 
not careful, you can certainly grow to that — where you're 
uncomfortable in the position. [ don’t feel like that’s hap- 
pened to me.” 

Unlike Solich, Bohl said he had plenty of moments when 
he felt like he might be in over his head during his first sea- 
son as Nebraska’s defensive coordinator. After serving as 
the Husker linebackers coach for five seasons, Bohl was 
named to take over as defensive coordinator when Charlie 
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Craig Bohl is in his sec- 
ond season as defen- 
sive coordinator. 


McBride stepped down following the ‘99 season. 

“Last year, going into it, I thought I was prepared,” Bohl 
said. “Once I got in the middle, there were some days when 
I'd go home wondering what in the world I had gotten 
myself into.” 

Admittedly, it was an off year for the NU defense in 2000. 
The 19.4 points per game allowed were the most against 
Nebraska since 1958. Opponents gained an average of 322 
yards of total offense against the Huskers, which was the 
program’s worst mark since 1991. 

Figuring that he’d already been through about as diffi- 
cult a season as he could expect at Nebraska, Bohl said he 
felt much more comfortable heading into his 
second year in the position. 

“There’s a certain amount of anxiety, you’re 
anticipating what kind of things can happen in 
the future,” Bohl said. “Now, I’ve pretty much 
gone through a year, so I’m much more comfort- 
able this year than I was last year. I’m sure there 
will be a couple of things come up this year that 
I hadn’t anticipated, but I think certainly there’s 
a learning curve, and as prepared as I thought I 
was for it, hopefully I’ll be better at some things 
this year.” 

Everything appears to be better for Bohl so far 
as Nebraska’s defense has been a dominating 
force in the early going. But even though he’s 
still fairly new as defensive coordinator, Bohl 
knows better than to get involved in making 
comparisons with past defensive units. 

“That's a pretty tall order,” Bohl said. “We've 
had some great defenses.” 

Bohl said going into the season that one of his chief goals 
was building strong relationships with his players. McBride 
was a master of that. 

“Probably more than anything else, I’m more comfort- 
able with our players,” Bohl said. “And I’m in hopes that 
they’re more comfortable for me.” 

It’s clear that Solich already has built a strong relation- 
ship with many of his players. That was cemented in the 
week leading up to the Notre Dame game when the team 
dedicated its entire week of practice and its play against the 
Irish to the Solich family, which was grieving the death of 
coach Solich’s father, Frank Sr. 

“| think it meant a lot to him for everybody to go out 
there and give it their all for coach Solich and his family,” 
senior quarterback Crouch said after the 27-10 win over 
Notre Dame. “Because really, this whole program is a fami- 
ly all together. That's kind of how we think about things 
around here.” 

Nebraska guard Toniu Fonoti said that Solich has 
become a father figure to many players on the team. 

“Without question, I think our players really care about 
Frank Solich and they love him,” Bohl said. 

That’s enough to make any coach feel comfortable. 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
Independent. He can be reached at tdbbdouglass@netzero.net. 
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The Ones 
That Got Away 


Wistrom brothers two top prizes 
Nebraska lured away from Missouri 


IF YOU’RE A MISSOURI football coach, one 
of the last persons you’d want to run into on 
an in-state recruiting trip would be Ron 
Brown. 

It's been 23 years since the Tigers have 
beaten the Cornhuskers in football, and 
Nebraska’s 15th-year receivers coach has 
scored his fair share of victories in the 
Show-Me State. 

Brown's favorite Missouri fishing hole 
has to be the 7,500-resident village of Webb 
City, located in the extreme southwest part of the state. 
There, he snagged Grant Wistrom, who would become a 
two-time All-American and Lombardi Award-winning rush 
end for the Huskers, and in 1997 helped lead 
them to a share of the national championship. 

But Brown didn’t stop with just one Wistrom. 
When Grant was a junior, Brown went after his 
little brother Tracey, who like Grant was a big tar- 
get of Missouri. 

Brown came away with another big prize, as 
Tracey is considered a strong candidate for the 
John Mackey Award given to the nation’s top 
tight end. 

“They are two of the most tenacious football 
players you'll ever find,” Brown said. 

If Nebraska extends its streak against the 
Tigers this week, the Wistroms will have been 
partly responsible for more than one-third of the 
Huskers’ 23 straight wins. 

Just don’t bring that up to a Tiger fan. It’s a 
sore subject to talk about the big fish who jumped 
to waters outside of Columbia, Mo. 

The problem has existed for a long time, as 
Mizzou has rarely had a head coach who could get the best 
players from St. Louis and Kansas City. If it’s not Nebraska 
robbing the talent bank, then it’s Illinois. Or Notre Dame. 
And on and on. 

The Huskers have never had a roster heavy with Missouri 
players but have usually had enough heavy hitters from that 
state that you wonder how good the Tigers would be if they 
could keep most of the locals at home. 

During its 22-game winning streak against Mizzou, 
Nebraska has been ranked in the top 10 in 21 of those meet- 
ings. The Tigers have been ranked in only three of those 
games, never higher than 19th. 

Tracey Wistrom can’t possibly remember the last time 
Missouri beat NU — he was a newborn when the Tigers 
came to Lincoln in 1978 and stunned the Huskers. 

Still, many were surprised that he ended up at Nebraska, 
mainly because he would constantly be compared to his 
brother. 

With a lot of work, Tracey has has been able to step out of 
the shadows of the sixth pick in the 1998 NFL draft. 

Three games into this season, he was Nebraska’s leading 
receiver with 10 catches for 145 yards. 

Wistrom arrived in Lincoln as a wet-behind-the-ears 195- 
pounder, and while redshirting the 1997 season, he was 
given some interesting tutorials by Grant, then a solid 6-5, 
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Ron Brown recruited 
Grant and Tracey 
Wistrom. 


255-pound senior. 

“It was Grant's way of saying, ‘Hey Tracey, you're not 
going to make it here on my name — you're going to have to 
get after it,” Brown said. 

Actually, it’s always been that way with the two 
Wistroms, who are just two years apart in age. 

Tracey recalled one scrap when Grant, then in his early 
teens, pinned him on the ground and tried to punch him. 
Instead, he missed and put his fist through a wall. 

“T think Grant had had a pretty bad day,” Tracey said. 
“He caught the lawn on fire, broke the welder and now he 
punched a hole in the wall. I was giving him a hard time.” 

The brothers are a lot closer now, and no doubt will have 
fun after this week recalling their experiences playing the 
Tigers. 

Tracey is one of four Missouri natives on 
Nebraska's 2001 roster. 

John Garrison, a junior from Blue Springs, 
starts at center. Jason Richenberger, a middle 
linebacker from Liberty who redshirted last year, 
is third on the depth chart. And Jared Helming, a 
freshman nose tackle from Springfield who was 
a consensus prep All-American, is redshirting. 

Since it’s Missouri week, I thought it’d be fun 
to put together a little quiz of some players from 
the Tom Osborne and Frank Solich eras who left 
the Show-Me State to play for the Huskers. 

Don’t sweat it if you've forgotten a couple of 
these guys. You can bet Tiger fans haven't. 

1. After three years of frustration, this guy lived 
up to his potential and earned second-team AIll- 
America honors. Has the most pass breakups of 
any NU defensive lineman. 

2. Another defensive lineman, he produced 
Nebraska's only score in 1985 game against Oklahoma. 

3. In Arrowhead Stadium, he made a tackle inches from the 
goal line on the final play to preserve NU‘s 1998 win against 
Oklahoma State. 

4. This two-time Big 12 defensive player of the year is the 
proud owner of three national championship rings. 

5. He started 34 games in three seasons and became the No. 
3 pick in the 1991 NFL draft. 

6. A four-year letterman, he played in the shadow of All-Big 
Eight linebackers Mike Knox and Marc Munford. Once had 14 
tackles against Missouri. 

7. Recruited as a split end and made the switch to corner- 
back, where he started in 1988 and ‘89. 

8. For a few years, people wondered if this player could put 
on enough pounds to be a high-impact player. 

9. A three-year starter, he was an All-Big Eight offensive tack- 
le in 1982. 

10. This running back rushed for at least 100 yards in 13 
games over his career. He capped it by earning MVP honors in 
Nebraska’s bowl game. 

Answers: 1. Steve Warren (Springfield); 2. Chris Spachman (Kansas 
City); 3. Mike Rucker (St. Joseph); 4. Grant Wistrom (Webb City); 5. Bruce 
Pickens (Kansas City); 6. Kevin Parsons (Springfield); 7. Lorenzo Hicks 
(Kansas City); 8. Tracey Wistrom (Webb City); 9. Randy Theiss (St. Louis); 
10. Dan Alexander (Wentzville). 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star, /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams 


Husker tackle 

drew curious 
stares as high 
school sprinter 


on Clanton remembers a 

particular 400-meter race 

at a track meet during his 

sophomore year at 

Centennial High School in 
suburban Phoenix. He even remem- 
bers his lane was eight. 

While he was limbering up to start 
the race, he drew curious stares from 
spectators as well as from competi- 
tors. Those who didn’t know him 
were wondering, “What's this guy 
doing?” 

A few were trying to stifle laugh- 
ter. “I used to get laughed at a lot,” 
said Clanton. 

The curiosity and laughter were 
elicited by the fact that he weighed 
nearly 250 pounds. “Nobody was my 
size, I guess. | out-weighed every- 
body by about 40 or 50 pounds,” he 
said. 

Nevertheless, he won the race. 
“That was pretty good,” he said. 

It wasn’t the only race Nebraska’s 
junior nose tackle ran at Centennial 
High. In fact, he began competing in 
track in the seventh grade, two years 
before he starting playing football. 

His junior high didn’t have a foot- 
ball team, and he wasn’t interested in 
playing Pop Warner football. So for 
most of the school year, he’d go home 
at the end of the day and watch tele- 
vision. 

He would be a “couch potato,” he 
said. “I did track just to do some- 
thing, to not be lazy.” 

He probably wouldn’t have run 
track either, had it not been for the 
encouragement of his stepdad, who 
qualified for the Canadian Olympic 
team in the 800 meters in 1980, the 
year of a boycott. 

His stepdad also “was a national 
champion at Cal Poly. So I guess he 
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kind of got me into track,” said 
Clanton, who ran the 100, 200 and 
400 meters as well as a leg of the 
4x400 relay. 

He wasn’t the fastest of the four 
on the relay team; he didn’t run the 
anchor leg. But his best time in the 
400 meters was 51.9 seconds, “which 
is pretty good for 250 (pounds),” he 
said. 

In that context, his accomplish- 
ments in strength and conditioning 
tests aren’t so surprising. Though he 
weighs 285 pounds now — about five 
more than he weighed as a high 
school senior — he still has excellent 
speed and holds team position 
records for 40-yard dash perform- 
ance points, the pro agility run and 
performance points and performance 
index — determined by factoring size 
with test results. 


His 2,788 performance-index 
points rank among the top 15 all- 
time, and his best electronic time in 
the 40-yard dash is 4.83 seconds. “I 
think I’ve gotten faster since I’ve been 
here,” he said. 

Because of his speed and athleti- 
cism, the coaches tried him at rush 
end during the spring. But he soon 
returned to nose tackle, the position 
for which he was recruited. When 
senior Jason Lohr was sidelined by a 
knee injury in the Notre Dame game, 
he earned a Blackshirt and became 
the starter. 

His senior year in high school, 
Clanton gave up running to concen- 
trate on football. He had accepted a 
scholarship from Nebraska, picking 
the Cornhuskers over Washington, 
Oregon and Illinois, and needed to 
devote more time to the weight room. 


So he competed in the discus and 
shot put in the spring. 

“T wanted to get stronger,” he said. 
“That’s why they (his coaches) had 
me do that.” 

His high school coaches also had a 
significant influence on his decision 
to major in special education at 
Nebraska. When he’s finished play- 
ing football, he wants to teach and 
coach. 

Early on, “I knew I wanted to 
teach,” he said. “I just didn’t know 
what subject.” 

Initially, he considered teaching 
history, in part because he had a high 
school coach-history teacher in 
whose class “I could stay awake,” he 
said. “History was the first thing I 
wanted to teach. 

“But history is kind of hard to get 
a job in. There are more job opportu- 
nities in special ed.” 

As for coaching, he already has a 
role model for that. “I'll be a junior 
Charlie McBride,” he said of the for- 
mer Cornhusker defensive coordina- 
tor and defensive line coach who 
recruited him. 

Clanton’s high school football 
teams weren't particularly success- 
ful, never winning more than half 
their games. “We sucked,” he said. 
“We had good guys, but everybody 
was an individual. 

“They didn’t want to play as a 
team, so we could never get anything 
going.” 

Successful or not, however, he 
stood out enough to get the scholar- 
ship offer from Nebraska. 

He played at 280 pounds as a high 
school senior but had dropped below 
270 when he reported for practice in 
the late summer of 1998, as a member 
of Coach Frank Solich’s first recruit- 
ing class. As a result, “the physical 
part was real hard, not being able to 
hang with the first-team guys,” he 
said. 

His freshman year on the scout 
team “wasn’t the greatest experi- 
ence.” 

But that’s behind him now. He’s 
worked his way up the depth chart, 
and he’s already realized a defensive 
lineman’s dream, picking up a fum- 
ble in the Troy State game and return- 
ing it 20 yards for a touchdown. 
Some people might have been sur- 
prised by his speed. But no one was 
laughing. 
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Deep-snapping 
is no longer a 
pain for Husker 
junior Garrison 


By Mike Babcock 


eep snapping was not 

the highlight of John 

Garrison’s high school 

football career. The 

truth of the matter is, “I 
always looked at is as a pain,” 
Garrison said. 

“It’s kind of funny that I looked at 
it as a nagging thing.” 

Funny as in ironic. Nebraska’s jun- 
ior center has been the No. 1 deep 
snapper since 1999, when he was a 
true freshman. He avoided a redshirt 
because of his deep-snapping ability. 
And now he acknowledges the value 
of that skill. It’s no longer a pain. “I’m 
grateful for the long snapping,” he 
said. 

In high school, however, being a 
deep snapper meant hustling to the 
locker room after his final class bell so 
that he could suit up and be on the 
practice field 10 or 15 minutes early. 
That’s when the kickers and deep 
snappers worked on their timing, 
when they developed the rhythm 
essential to success. 

The extra practice time, spent on 
something so mundane, wasn’t the 
only drawback. Garrison played 
defensive end in high school, which 
meant he ran onto the field one down 
before the rest of the defense, 
snapped the ball and then sprinted 
downfield to cover the punt. “I hated 
it,” he said. 


In contrast, Tracey Wistrom has | 


always enjoyed deep snapping. 
“It’s just another way to get out on 
the field when you're younger,” the 
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Because of his abilities as a deep snapper, John Garrison earned playing time as a 
true freshman in 1999. As a junior, he has become Nebraska’s starting center, replac- 
ing All-American Dominic Raiola. 


Nebraska’s deep snappers are (from left) starting center John Garrison, No. 3 center David Kolowski and starting tight end 
Tracey Wistrom. 


senior tight end said. “I continue to 
do it here just for a chance to maybe 
get a few extra snaps on the field.” 

So far that hasn’t happened, how- 
ever. “I’ve been doing it since I’ve 
been here, but I’ve never done it in a 
game because there has always been 
somebody better than me doing it,” 
he said. 

Dominic Raiola was the No. 1 deep 
snapper prior to Garrison. Still, even 
though he has never done it during a 
game, deep snapping is “nice to have 
on your resume,” said Wistrom. 

That more players don’t have deep 
snapping on their resumes is, in part, 
a function of the mental aspect of the 
skill. A deep snapper has to deal with 
considerable pressure. 

“You’re on an island out there,” 
Wistrom said. “If the ball goes over 
the punter’s head, everybody knows 
who did it. It’s not like an offensive 
lineman missing a block or something 
like that. You’re out there on your 
own. You make a bad snap and the 
whole stadium knows. 

“One bad snap can change a whole 
game. You snap it over the punter’s 
head or it’s low and it’s blocked or 
something like that, it changes the 


whole momentum of the game.” 

In this year’s Notre Dame game, 
for example, Fighting Irish deep 
snapper John Crowther sent the ball 
sailing over punter Joey Hildbold’s 
head. Cornhusker rush end Justin 
Smith scooped it up at the Notre 
Dame 15-yard line and carried it to 
the 8, to set up a Sandro DeAngelis 
field goal. 

The field ~— goal 
Nebraska’s lead to 17-0. 

Two seasons ago at Missouri, Tiger 
deep snapper Ben Davidson over- 
shot punter Jared Gilpin twice during 
the first quarter. The first time, Gilpin 
managed to knock the ball out of his 
own end zone for a safety. The second 
time, however, he threw a despera- 
tion pass out of bounds, giving the 
Cornhuskers possession at the 
Missouri 35-yard line. They scored a 
touchdown soon after. 

On the first bad snap, “I was like, 
‘Yeah, that gives us some points,’ “ 
Garrison said. “But the second time, I 
honestly felt so bad for that guy. I 
would never want to be in his shoes. 
It’s a tough situation. When he did 
that, it was over. It just changed (the 
game) quick. It’s a really stressful 


increased 


job.” 

Deep snapping has been less 
stressful for Garrison this season than 
it was his first two at Nebraska. One 
reason is experience; he has simply 
done it a lot in games. Another is the 
fact that he’s the starting center, 
which means he doesn’t have to stand 
on the sideline and contemplate 
going in. 

His first two seasons, deep snap- 
ping was about all he did. So he never 
knew for sure when he would be 
going into the game. “It’s third- 
down-and-long, oh man, I’m going 
in. I'd better stretch out a little bit. Oh, 
we got the first down. I’m fine. Oh no, 
I’ve got to go in.” 

Odds are, Garrison is already in 
the game now. He has earned the 
starting center’s job left vacant when 
Raiola, a runner-up for the Outland 
Trophy, left early for the NFL’s 
Detroit Lions. 

Garrison might have envisioned 
being a deep snapper but he couldn’t 
have imagined being a center, much 
less the starter, when he arrived at 
Nebraska from Blue Springs, Mo. He 
played tight end on offense in high 
school and was recruited by the 
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Cornhuskers as a rush end. 

He probably wouldn’t have played 
as a true freshman in the defensive 
line. But the coaches were interested 
in relieving Raiola of his deep-snap- 
ping duties, to give him a breather. 
The high-energy Raiola rarely got a 
rest when Nebraska had the ball 
because they wanted him on the field 

When it was apparent after two-a- 
days that Garrison would handle the 
deep snapping, then-defensive coor- 
dinator Charlie McBride suggested he 
might as well move to the offensive 
line, too. 

“T was a little nervous for the fact 
I'd never played offensive line in my 
life,” said Garrison. “I knew eventual- 
ly, maybe, [| could step in. But it 


would be something I'd really have to 
work at.” 

He also had to work on gaining 
weight because at 265 pounds, “I was 
a little undersized,” he said. 

He’s more the size of a center now, 
about 285 pounds. But early on, he 
was frustrated in his efforts to get 
heavier. He was reluctant to get on 
the scales and “read the number,” he 
said. 

Then “it got to the point where | 
wouldn’t even weigh in because it 
was a mental thing. ‘I’m too small.’ It 
made me feel like I wasn’t going to 
get it done because of my weight.” 

His weight wasn’t a consideration 
in deep snapping. But his mindset 
and temperament were. Among the 
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keys to success as a deep snapper is to 
be “as cold as ice, be relaxed,” he said. 

“If you start worrying, it’s a mental 
game you can play on yourself.” 

Another key to success is repeti- 
tion, getting in a rhythm. “It’s like a 
golf swing,” Garrison said. “I did a lit- 
tle golfing this summer, embarrassed 
myself pretty bad. But I watch golfers 
on TV and it’s amazing that they have 
the same rhythm every time. I think 
deep snapping is the same way.” 

Wistrom agrees with Garrison 
about the need for getting into a 
rhythm. “It just really comes through 
repetition more than anything, just 
doing the same thing over and over,” 
he said. 

“Eventually you get a feel for how 
hard you need to throw it back there, 
what angle for how deep he (the 
punter) is and things like that. It’s just 
something that the more you do it, the 
better you get.” 

Both Garrison and Wistrom have 
done it enough that they only have to 
glance back briefly before snapping 
the ball. Neither looks at the punter at 
the point of release. That way they 
can focus on the defensive alignment 
and which player they are likely to be 
blocking in protection. 

Protection is less of a concern for 
the deep snapper on field goals and 
extra-point kicks. As a result, “I think 
the punt (snapping) is a little harder,” 
said Garrison. “You have to get back 
and protect and then cover. A lot of 
times you've got a guy offset on you 
that’s coming really hard. 

“So you've got to be able to snap 
and get back. | think that’s the hardest 
part.” 

Wistrom’s brother Grant also was a 
deep snapper at Nebraska. But “we 
do some things a little different now,” 
said Tracey. “The deep snapper has to 
protect a little bit more. I think back 
then all the deep snapper had to do 
was snap. That's all you had to worry 
about. Now it’s a little more difficult. 
I don’t know if Grant was coordinat- 
ed enough to snap, get it off and then 
drop back and protect also.” 

Despite his distaste for deep snap- 
ping in high school, Garrison never 
hesitated when the Cornhusker 
coaches asked him to do it. His deci- 
sion took “maybe two seconds,” he 
said. “I thought it was going to be 
beneficial to the team. I’ve always 
been brought up to believe you do 
what's best for the team.” 


Sees Its 


ey PTT i na aicntilnare seer cag tna 5 age ec 
re we ke be . ve 7 ot aS, 
ree Scene Bin he ee oP eee 


ne aa yt 


Coaches weren't sure how players 
would react on emotional night 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


he large American flag 
flying at half-staff on a 
crane rising above 
Memorial Stadium’s 
east stands was an 
inescapable reminder 
that “normal” had been redefined 
forever by the horrendous events of 
the previous week. And no one 
expected a football game to change 
that. 
aA f ¥ 


in ALL sports BY UNIVE! 


The term could have relevance to 
the game itself, however, and Eric 
Crouch spoke in that context. With all 
the bad things that had happened, it 
was “nice to get back to normal,” he 
said. 

“Normal” in the sense Nebraska’s 
quarterback meant it was the 
Cornhuskers’ 48-3 victory against 
Rice, in a Thursday night game that 
was postponed from the previous 


Saturday because of terrorist attacks 
on the World Trade Center in New 
York City and the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C. 

With the players shouldering that 
emotional burden, “I don’t know if 
anyone was sure how it would 
work,” said Coach Frank Solich. “The 
intensity level, | thought, was very 
good. 

“T hoped they would respond the 
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Nebraska quarterback Eric Crouch (above) follows a block from split end Wilson 
Thomas. Crouch ran for two touchdowns and passed for three. The Huskers came 
out strong after some emotional pre-game ceremonies that included the Scarlet and 
Cream singers leading the crowd in “God Bless America,” as a card section in the 
East Stadium displayed “USA” (bottom left). 


way they did. But I guess we just did- 
n‘t know.” 

The uncertainty quickly faded as 
Nebraska scored touchdowns on its 
first three possessions to take control. 
Rice had the ball for nearly 12 min- 
utes of the first quarter, but fell 
behind 21-0. 

“We're going with the theme of 
trying to improve every week,” 
Solich said. 

And by just about any standard 
you would have wanted to use, the 
Cornhuskers did. 

Their first touchdown came just 
1:14 after they forced Rice to go three 
downs, two penalties and punt on the 
game’s opening series. On their third 
play, a third-and-8 from the Rice 37- 
yard line, Crouch passed to Tracey 
Wistrom for a touchdown — the first 
of two for the senior tight end. 

Their second touchdown came just 
34 seconds after another Rice punt, 
on a series that included a 25-yard 
run by wide receiver Mike Stuntz and 
consecutive runs of 16 and 27 yards 
by Crouch. 

The run by Stuntz came ona later- 
al pass from Crouch, which Stuntz 
couldn’t hold. After hesitating for an 


instant, Stuntz realized the ball was 
live, getting a jump on the defense. 

Fullback Judd Davies finished off 
the series with a 3-yard run. 

Rice picked up two first downs on 
its next possession before a penalty 
and one of three Cornhusker sacks 
forced another punt. This time, 
Nebraska needed four plays and 1:19 
on the clock to score when Crouch 
and split end Wilson Thomas teamed 
up on a 42-yard touchdown pass. 

Thomas made a diving catch at the 
goal line. “I thought I was out of 
bounds at the 1-yard line, but then I 
saw everyone start running toward 
me and I knew it was good,” said 
Thomas. 

The junior from Omaha caught 
three more passes for 34 yards in 
what could be described as an aerial 
display on the part of the typically 
ground-bound Cornhuskers. 
Wistrom also finished with four 
receptions, for 67 yards and two 
touchdowns. His second came on an 
11-yard, third-quarter Crouch pass. 

“Eric just had a great day throw- 
ing and running the ball,” Solich said. 

He rushed for 97 yards and two 
touchdowns on 12 carries and com- 


Eric Crouch 


Climbing 
the Charts 


Eric Crouch became the Big 
12 career-rushing leader among 
quarterbacks twice during 
Nebraska's 48-3 victory against 
Rice. He surpassed Missouri’s 
Corby Jones on his fifth carry, 
with 8:11 remaining in the first 
half, on a 12-yard run. Six plays 
later, however, he was sacked 
for a 10-yard loss. 

With 1:09 left in the half, he 
regained the record on a 6-yard 
touchdown run. And by the time 
he gave way to Jammal Lord in 
the third quarter, he had moved 
well ahead of Jones. 

Crouch finished with 97 
yards rushing to give him 2,564 
for his career, a total that moves 
him up to eighth on Nebraska’s 
career-rushing list — for all 
players, regardless of position. 

With his two rushing touch- 
downs, he is only four short of 
tying the school career record of 
49 held by 1983 Heisman Trophy 
winner Mike Rozier. And with 
his 165 passing yards, he needs 
only 37 more to move past 
Tommie Frazier into third place 
on the Cornhuskers’ all-time list. 

Despite his impressive statis- 
tics and a performance Coach 
Frank Solich described as “spe- 
cial,” however, Crouch’s focus 
was on the team’s offensive per- 
formance — 497 total yards, 
including 205 passing. “For the 
most part, I think we did a great 
job of executing our offense,” he 
said. 
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The Husker defense almost got a shutout, allowing only a fourth-quarter field goal. 
Two of the leading tacklers were Jerrell Pippens (31) with eight and Keyuo Craver 


(3) with six. Here, the two combine to stop Rice halfback Sean White. The second- 
ary also got a boost from the return of Erwin Swiney (right), whose interception in 
front of Rice’s Josh Seale set up a second-quarter touchdown. 


pleted 9-of-11 passes for 165 yards 
and the three touchdowns before giv- 
ing way to Jammal Lord midway 
through the third quarter. 

“It’s been a while since that hap- 
pened,” Crouch said of his early exit. 

“T don’t think you can get much 
more done than what he did tonight,” 
said Solich. “I think he wished he 
could have played a little bit more. 
But while he was in the game | 
thought he was special. 

“T thought it was just a complete 
football game by him.” 

The same could have been said of 
Nebraska's defense, which limited 
Rice to a 25-yard field goal with 7:49 
remaining, after the score had mount- 
ed to 48-0. The Owls threatened one 
other time against the reserves, reach- 
ing the Cornhusker 5-yard line with 
just over a minute remaining. 

But a Carl Scholting interception 
on second-and-goal ended the threat. 
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Nebraska's top-unit defenders 
were crowding the sideline, trying to 
will the reserves to keep Rice out of 
the end zone when Scholting, a senior 
walk-on from Springfield, Neb., 
made his play. 

Cornerback DeJuan Groce, one of 
those top-unit players, was quick to 
compliment his teammate on the 
interception and 31-yard return. 
“Carl has been doing real well,” he 
said. 

The Cornhuskers’ leading tacklers 
also were back-ups. Sophomore free 
safety Jerrell Pippens made eight 
tackles, and freshman middle line- 
backer Barrett Ruud was involved in 
seven. 

That Ruud, a Lincoln Southeast 
High School grad, has captured the 
imagination of Nebraska fans was 
apparent in their chanting “Ruud” 
when he was involved in plays. 

The game seemed to provide a 


welcome diversion for Memorial 
Stadium’s 243rd consecutive sellout 
crowd of 77,344. Though pockets of 
empty seats began to appear in the 
third quarter, fans were enthusiastic, 
even resurrecting the wave for a half- 
dozen rounds in the final period. 

Considering all that had hap- 
pened, as well as the fact that the 
game was played on a Thursday 
night, “I didn’t think it (Memorial 
Stadium) would be quite full,” said 
Groce. 

But it was for the opening kickoff, 
and the energy really helped, he said. 

The Cornhuskers were mentally 
prepared to play, according to corner- 
back Keyuo Craver, who made six 


tackles, including two for losses, 
broke up two passes and forced a 
fumble. 

“The coaches have been drilling us 
and drilling us to stay focused,” he 
said. 

If not for the large flag flying 
above the east stadium stands and 
changes made in the pre-game rou- 
tine to honor those involving in res- 
cue efforts in New York and 
Washington, it would have seemed 
like any other game at Memorial 
Stadium. But those things couldn’t be 
ignored. 

Still, under the circumstances, it 
was probably as normal as it could 
have been. 
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Missouri (1-1) 
Sept. 1 Bowling Green, L 20-13 
Sept. 8 SW Texas St., W 40-6 
Sept. 29 Nebraska 
Oct. 6 at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 13 lowa State 
Oct. 20 at Kansas 
Oct. 27 Texas 
Nov. 3 at Colorado 
Nov. 10 Baylor 
Nov. 17 at Kansas State 
Dec. 1 at Michigan State 
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Sept. 8 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 24 


lowa State (1-0) 
Northern lowa, W 45-0 
at Ohio 

Baylor 

at Nebraska 

at Missouri 
Oklahoma State 
at Texas A&M 
Kansas State 
Colorado 

at Kansas 

lowa 


At Missouri 
Sept. 29 


Location: Columbia, Mo. 

Enrollment: 22,723 

2001 record: 1-1 

Coach: Gary Pinkel, first nMuissouRL 
year 

Series: Nebraska leads 59-32-3 


11:38 a.m. (Fox Sports Net) 
Faurot Field, Columbia, Mo. 


Tiger to Watch 


Junior wide receiver Justin 
Gage was Missouri’s “Most 
Valuable Player” on offense last sea- 

son after being 
converted into a 
wide receiver in 
the spring of 
2000. He caught 
44 passes for 709 
yards and four 
touchdowns. He 
also completed a 
35-yard pass 
against Nebraska on a throw-back 
play to quarterback Kirk Farmer. In 
two games this season, Gage has 13 
catches for 143 yards and one touch- 
down. He also has scored on a 
blocked punt return. 


Quick Facts 


The Tigers will have been idle 
since defeating Southwest Texas 
State 40-6 on Sept. 8. Their game 
against Michigan State has been 
rescheduled for Dec. 1, the date of 
the Big 12 Championship game in 
Dallas. If the Tigers qualify for the 
league title game, the game against 
Michigan State would not be played 

Junior quarterback Kirk 
Farmer continues to be plagued by 
injuries. He has missed parts of 
three seasons with a broken leg, 
broken collarbone and broken finger 
and suffered a sprained medial col- 
lateral knee ligament against 
Southwest Texas State. He may 
return for the Nebraska game. 


lowa State 
Oct. 6 


Location: Ames, lowa 
Enrollment: 26,845 

2001 record: 1-0 

Coach: Dan McCarney, 

7th year 

Series: Nebraska leads 78-15-2 


Time TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


vs: MISSOURI 


(its ; 
Win 
a | 
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HUSKERS PAY A VISIT TO TIGER COUNTRY AND 
RETURN WITH SOME INTERESTING SOUVENIRS! 


ICKS 


Missourt Orrense 


Justin Gage** 
Brandon Sererino 
Aaron Crittendon*** 
Tony Clinker 


Rob Droege* 
Adrian Cole** 
A.J. Ricke 
Scott Sells 
Mike Hay: 


Joe Gianino 

Justin Bland** 
Cliff Young 
Dwayne Blakley*** 
Ben Fredrickson 
Darius Outlaw* 
Jim Dougherty* 
Zack Abron* 


Brian Hill 
Editor 
Sure, the opponent was 
Rice, but there was something 


home. But the even if the Tigers 
do, the problems will be short- 
lived. Nebraska 35, Missouri 7 


Tyrone Roberson 
Joe Chirumbolo** 
J.D. McCoy* 
Shirdonya Mitchell 
Thomson Omboga 
Brad Hammerich** 


about the way Nebraska played 
... something special. Missouri 
has played the Huskers tough 
many times, but Nebraska has 
too much of everything and 
appears to be getting better 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island (Neb.) 


Independent Sports Editor 
After a wild and wooly non- 
conference schedule full of dis- 
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Nebraska vs. Rice 


Sept. 20, 2001 ¢ Memorial Stadium ¢ Lincoln, Neb. 


Rice 
Nebraska 


R NU 
17 24 


First Downs 
Rushing 10 
Passing 6 
Penalty 1 
Rushing Attempts 47 
Yards Gained Rushing 245 
Yards Lost Rushing 49 
Net Yards Rushing 196 
Net Yards Passing 169 
Passes Attempted 25 
Passes Completed 8 
Had Intercepted 2 
Total Plays 72 
Total Net Yards 365 
Avg. Gain Per Play 5.1 
Fumbles-Lost 3-0 
Penalties-Yards 7-34 
Punts-Yards 6-228 
Avg. Per Punt 38.0 
Punt Returns-Yards 2-11 
Interceptions-Yards 0-0 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 7-119 
Possession Time 29:32 


Individual Leaders 


4- 


3 


16 

8 

0 

53 
326 
34 
292 
205 
15 
12 

0 

68 
497 
Td, 
3-0 
4-46 
154 
38.5 
4-58 
2-31 
0-0 
1-14 
0:28 


RUSHING 
Name Att. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Beck, R. 4 67 16.8 54 L) 
Henderson, G. 9 41 4.6 22 0] 
Herm, K. 14 25 1.8 17 0 
PASSING 
Name C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 
Henderson, G. 5-13-2 38.4 108 0 
Herm, K. 3-12-0 25.0 61 0 
RECEIVING 
Name No. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Okoronkwo, G. 4 68 17.0 30 0 
Boothe, G. 2 47 23.5 32 0 
PUNTING 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Hale, T. 6 228 38.0 53 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name No, Yds. yER ENG TD 
Dawson, D. 2 11 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Boothe, G. 6 107 17.8 23 0 
DEFENSE 
Name UT FL Int. Sacks 
Hebert, J. 4 er 0 0 0 0 
Pittman, R. 4 68 9 o& 0 0 
Thompson, J.B. 3 3 66. 0 0 0 
Dendy, P. 33 6 0 Oo 0 
Dawson, D. 1 5 6 0 oO 0 
RUSHING 
Name Att. Yds. YPC LNG TD 
Crouch, E. 12 97 8.1 27 2 
Diedrick, D. 13 74 5.7 22 0 
Collins, T. 6 43 7.2 17 1 
Stuntz, M. 1 25 25.0 25 0 
Davies, J. 5 14 2.8 8 1 
Lord, J. 5 10 2.0 13, O 
Kastl, P. 1 7 7.0 7 0 
Davis, J. 2 6 3.0 4 0 
Lindstrom, B. 1 6 6.0 6 0 
Wingender, A. 1 5 5.0 5 0 
Reese, T. 1 4 4.0 4 tt] 
Miller, R. 1 4 4.0 4 0 
Gragert, N. 1 3 3.0 3 it) 
Kriewald, S. 1 0 0.0 0 i) 
Cornelsen, B. 1 3 -3.0 0 0 
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NU — Tracey Wistrom 37-yard 
pass from Eric Crouch (Sandro 
DeAngelis kick) 

NU — Judd Davies 3-yard run 
(DeAngelis kick) 

NU — Wilson Thomas 42-yard 
pass from Crouch (DeAngelis kick) 


NU Crouch 6-yard 
(DeAngelis kick) 

NU — Crouch 25-yard run 
(DeAngelis kick) 

NU — Wistrom 11-yard pass 
from Crouch (Josh Brown kick) 

NU — Thunder Collins 17-yard 
run (Kelly Cook run failed) 

R — Brandon Skeen 25-yard 


run 


field goal 
Att. — 77,344 
Temp. — 76 

Chrisman, J. 1 3 -3.0 0 0 
PASSING 

Name C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 

Crouch, E. 9-11-0 81.8 165 KS 

Lord, J. 3-4-0 75.0 40 0 

RECEIVING 

Name No. Yds. ypc LNG TD 

Thomas, W. 4 76 19.0 42 1 

Wistrom, T. 4 67 16.8 37 2 

Gibson, J. 3 53 17.7 21 0 

Klem, J. 1 9 9.0 9 0 
PUNTING 

Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 

Larson, K. 4 154 38.5 52 

PUNT RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Groce, D. 4 58 14.5 20 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 

Name ds. YPR LNG TD 

Bland, P. oe bir 14.0 14 0 
DEFENSE 

Name UT AT TT FL Int. Sacks 


Pippens, J. 5 
Ruud, B. 
Craver, K. 
Burrow, J. 
Vedral, M. 
Wichmann, J.P. 
Shanle, S 
Smith, J. 
Richenberger, J. 
Johnson, 
Slechta, J. 
Woodward, W. 
Swiney, E. 
Clanton, J. 
Brown, M. 
McPherson, L. 
Bland, P. 
Nelson, C. 
Adams, D. 
Burrow, D. 
Hollowell, T.J. 
Davies, J. 
Groce, D. 
Hemje, J. 
Long, D, 
Kabongo, P. 
Kelsay, C. 
Cooper, |. 
Ricketts, P. 
Demerath, T. 
Terpening, A. 
Butler, T. 
DeAngelis, S. 


a ANAND 
SOSSCSCSCOMSCSCSCSCSCSCOHOSONSCOUOONSCNOWWEWEO 


SPOCDC00OR 2 6 NOOB BNANNUIN 
et et ot OOO OOO 00 2 HH BH BH OWWNN A WNHN OW 
See B eB RBBB BS NNNNNNWWWWWEREEDWUO 
eocococooSCoSSCSCOSCCOSCSCOSOSOSCSCCOOSCOSCSCSDO 
—" 
cooocoocoucoooocooweooooucoecoooocoFrooeo 


Eric Crouch fades back to pass. Crouch 
completed 9 of 11 passes for 165 yards. 


RUSHING LEADERS 


Name G Att. Yds. YPG 1D 
Diedrick, D. 3 70 384 128.0 5 
Crouch, E. 4 65 245 61.3 4 
Collins, T. 4 31 166 41.5 3 
Davies, J. 4 14 46 11.5 1 
Stuntz, M. 4 1 25 6.3 0 
Kriewald, S. 4 6 24 6.0 0 
Grixby, D. 1 8 15 15.0 0 
Lord, J. 2 8 15 7.5 0 
PASSING 
Name G C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 
Crouch, E. 4 33-53-2 62.3 513 4 
Lord, J. 4-5-0 80.0 58 0 
Name G No. Yds. YPC YPG TD 
Wistrom, T, 4 14 212 15.1 53.0 2 
Thomas, W. 4 12 203 16.9 508 1 
Gibson, J 4 7 127) «18.1 31.8 1 
Collins, T. 4 1 12 12.0 3.0 0 
Klem, J. 2 1 99:0) 4.5 0 
Golliday, A. 3 1 4 4.0 1.3 0 
Name GsAtt. Good Long 
DeAngelis, S. 4 2 21 
Brown, J. 2 1 0 0 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Larson, K. 20 886 44.3 56 
Name G UT AT Int. S/Yds. 
Burrow, J. 4 9 17 6 6-14 0 1.5:9 
Ruud, B. Ad See 2-4 0 0 
Craver, K. 413 6 19 2-3 0 0 
Vedral, M. 4 6 10 16 4-10 1-0 0 
Shanle, S. 4. 67 (915 2-8 L} 1-4 
Kelsay, C. ATS SSIS 59 0 15 
Groce, D. PAV 12903; 0 1-40 0 
Bland, P. 4 oh 19913) 1-2 0 0 
Booker, D. APG) 67) 13 0 0 0 
McPherson, L. APB “SEN: 2-9 0 8 
Adams, D. 4 4 6 10 2-15 0 2-15 
Slechta, J. 4 0 10 10 2-2 0 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 1,534 878 
Plays 273 255 
Average Per Play 5.6 3.4 
Average Per Game 383.5 219.5 
Net Rushing Yards 963 270 
Attempts 209 140 
TDs Rushing 4 2 
Net Passing Yards 571 608 
Completions 37 50 
Average Per Pass 9.8 5.3 
Average Per Catch 15.4 12.2 
Average Per Game 142.8 152.0 
TDs Passing 4 2 
Sacks By-Yards 15-113 6-46 
Fumbles-Lost 11-5 11-4 
Penalties-Yards 21-221 35-235 
Scori ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 
nipers 65 31 35 7 0 138 
Opponents 14 10 0 10 0 34 


2001 Home Schedule 


All Nebraska soccer home ’games at 


For tickets Call Abbott Sports Complex, located 1 1/2 miles 


rth of:Gornhusker Hwy.-on 70th St, 
1-800-8BIG RED All fires ce a aril subject to change. 
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Game Became 


Husker players 
didn't realize the 
significance of 
1969 meeting 
with Kansas 


By Mike Babcock 


drian Fiala’s affection 

for Nebraska football 

took root on Oct. 31, 

1959. That was the 

first and only time he 

attended a game at 
Memorial Stadium before becoming a 
Cornhusker in 1965. 

Fiala, who grew up in Omaha, 
made the trip to Lincoln with a friend 
whose father also helped coach their 
CYO football team. Five or six of 
them piled into a panel truck and 
rode down Highway 6 to “watch 
some history being made,” said Fiala, 
color analyst for Cornhusker radio 
broadcasts. 

Nebraska ended Oklahoma’s 74- 
game conference unbeaten streak that 
afternoon, winning 25-21. Fiala and 
his friend sat in the knothole section 
on the hill beyond the south end 
zone. 

They paid 50 cents to get in, and 
“loved every minute of it,” Fiala said. 

The victory, regarded as_ the 
Cornhuskers’ greatest upset, “kind of 
got my appetite moving for 
Nebraska,” said Fiala, who would 
accept a football scholarship six years 
later. 

Two weeks short of 10 years after 
he witnessed the making of Nebraska 
football history, Fiala helped change 
the course of it by playing in a game 
that the passing of time has shown to 
be much more significant than it 
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Turning Point 


Adrian Fiala, now the color analyst on Nebraska broadcasts, was a starting line- 
backer in 1969. 


seemed then. “It was a major peg in Memorial Stadium that afternoon in 
the whole thing,” Fiala said. mid-October of 1969, “this whole 
Had the. Cornhuskers..lost at | Nebraska success story as we know it 


Fourth ina Series _ 


Nebraska continues to 
enjoy amazing success in 
the friendly confines of 
Memorial Stadium. 
Entering the 2001 season, 
the Huskers are 81-3 at 
home the last 13 years 
and carry a streak of 239 
consecutive sellouts. Since 
it opened in 1923, 
Memorial Stadium has 
been the site of many 
great games. In each issue 
during the 2001 season, 
Huskers Illustrated will 
feature one of those 
games. 


has a whole different bent to it,” he 
said. 

The opponent was a Kansas team 
that had defeated the Cornhuskers 
the previous two seasons, but had 
won only once in four games — and 
wouldn’t win another in 1969 under 
Coach Pepper Rodgers. 

Nebraska, which had gone 6-4 in 
1967 and 1968, was 2-2, its victories 
sandwiched between losses against 
Southern California at home and 
Missouri on the road to open confer- 
ence play. 

Coach Dan Devine’s No. 7-ranked 
Tigers had won 17-7 to knock the 
Cornhuskers out of a tie for 20th in 
the Associated Press poll. As a result, 
attendance was down at Nebraska’s 
weekly Extra Point Club luncheon. “1 
didn’t feel much like coming either,” 
Coach Bob Devaney quipped. 

Devaney maintained his sense of 
humor despite increasing pressure 
from those who were ready to replace 
him. The previous year, a petition to 
that effect had been circulated in 


Omaha. 

But Devaney remained optimistic. 
“There can’t be any give-up point 
because when you reach that point, 
they might as well bury you,” he told 
reporters following the Missouri loss. 

“The Big Eight race is still wide- 
open.” 

A loss against Kansas, however, 
might shut the door on_ the 
Cornhuskers, who had won only one 
of seven conference games at 
Memorial Stadium during the previ- 
ous two seasons. 

Many of the players, particularly 
seniors, were aware of Devaney’s pre- 
carious job status, according to Fiala, 
a starting linebacker as a senior in 


1969. “We were very mindful of that,” 
he said. 

“From time to time I would hear 
the rumblings from Omaha, from 
here, from just about everywhere, 
that Bob needed to go. That was the 
furthest thing from reality. He was a 
great coach.” 

After losses against Alabama in 
the 1966 Orange Bowl and the 1967 
Sugar Bowl, Devaney had adjusted 
his approach, emulating the Crimson 
Tide by using faster but lighter line- 
men. What worked for Alabama’s 
Bear Bryant, however, “just didn’t 
work in the Big Eight,” Fiala said. 

As a result, “we just got kicked 
around pretty well,” he said. 


Check out the biggest thing to show up at the University of Nebraska 
this year—the new Embassy Suites Lincoln. Relax in a spacious 


two-room suite and enjoy a complimentary cooked-to-order 


breakfast and free evening reception’. 


E 


EMBASSY 


SUITES 


HOTEL 


1040 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 
(402)474-1111 
www.embassysuitesomaha.com 
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Nebraska’s defense remained 
solid. The Cornhuskers led the nation 
in total defense and scoring defense 
in 1967. But the offense had struggled 
behind the smaller lines. 

So Devaney changed again, his 
offense as well as his approach. He 
scrapped a power game that had 
operated behind an unbalanced line, 
in favor of an attack out of a power-I 
formation. 

“That was a major up-grade from 
where we were,” said Fiala. 

Nevertheless, the Kansas game 
represented a crossroads. With a loss 
to the Jayhawks, Nebraska would 
have dropped to 0-2 in the confer- 
ence, and “it probably would have 


sent us right down to the lower half, 
out of the title run and then out of the 
bowl picture,” Fiala said. 

“If we lose, we're relegated to the 
also-rans in the conference.” 

Early in the fourth quarter, it 
appeared the Cornhuskers might lose 
to Kansas for a third consecutive sea- 
son. With 14:14 remaining, the 
Jayhawks took a 17-14 lead. 

With 1:58 remaining, they still led, 
and Nebraska faced fourth-and-16 at 
its own 31-yard line. Since he couldn't 
count on getting the ball back, 
Devaney decided to go for the first 
down. 

What happened next was about as 
unlikely as the New York Mets’ win- 
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At First National Bank, you'll always get the 
kind of personalized service you deserve. 
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Investing in you. 


fnbomaha.com 
MEMBER FDIC 


ning the World Series, which they had 
done two days earlier, closing out the 
Baltimore Orioles in give games. 

Quarterback Jerry Tagge scram- 
bled and threw a desperation pass 
intended for tight end Jim McFarland. 
The ball sailed over McFarland’s 
head, but Kansas defensive back 
Mark Geraghty ran into McFarland, 
drawing a penalty flag for pass inter- 
ference. “By today’s rules, the game is 
over because it’s uncatchable; it’s not 
interference,” said Fiala. “But that 
rule wasn’t in effect (in 1969).” 

The situation was further aggra- 
vated when Emery Hicks, a Jayhawk 
captain, charged at the official in 
protest and drew another penalty, 15 
yards for unsportsmanlike conduct. “I 
heard what Hicks called him, and it 
wasn’t a very endearing term,” Fiala 
said. “Boom, there goes another flag.” 

When the smoke had cleared, 
Nebraska was 17 yards from the 
Kansas goal line at the stadium’s 
north end, first-and-10. With 1:22 
remaining, I-back Jeff Kinney scored 
the winning touchdown. 

The Cornhuskers didn’t lose again 
that season, or the next season, or the 
season after that. They shared the 
conference tithe with Missouri and 
played in the Sun Bowl, the first bowl 
in a continuing NCAA-record streak 
of 32. The Kansas victory also started 
a 32-game unbeaten streak that 
encompassed national titles in 1970 
and 1971 and ensured a place for 
Devaney in the College Football Hall 
of Fame. 

“Little did we realize that non- 
descript — so to speak — Kansas foot- 
ball game in the midway part of the 
season might have been the major 
hinge on this program,” said Fiala. “If 
we had lost, maybe Bob’s gone at the 
end of the year and along with him, 
all the things that happened after that. 

“Who knows who comes in (to 
coach)? Maybe they get it done like 
Bob did. But maybe Bob’s gone, and 
maybe Tom Osborne’s gone because 
he’s part of that staff. Who knows 
what goes on?” 

Nebraska has won five national 
championships since that October 
afternoon in 1969. But the non- 
descript game in which he played still 
has a “special place in my heart,” 
Fiala said. 

“And Vll always thank Emery 
Hicks for his contribution to that 
effort.” 
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Wischmeiler’s 
‘dirty work’ 
is crucial 
for Huskers 


By Todd Henrichs 


indsay Wischmeier dives 
to the court, her knee pads 
skidding and an arm 
stretched out as far as she 
can possibly reach. 

Countless times each match, 
Wischmeier has that split-second in 
which she must intersect with a laser- 
like spike attempt aimed at ruining 
Nebraska’s championship season. 

It’s a thankless, almost anony- 
mous job. And the one Wischmeier 
embraces. 

“When you're in the game, your 
job is to make digs,” she said. “It’s as 
simple as that.” 

Despite being the smallest player 
on the volleyball court in most cases, 
Coach John Cook will tell you that 
the 5-foot-9 Wischmeier often sets the 
tone for top-ranked Nebraska. 

One brilliant dig, a_ perfectly 
placed serve or pinpoint pass can 
sometimes be all it takes to get 
momentum rolling in the Huskers’ 
favor. 

The trouble for Wischmeier is 


Junior defensive specialist Lindsay Wischmeier was the only Husker to play in all 
115 games last season. 


maintaining that surge. As a defen- 
sive specialist, it’s three rotations on 
the court and then three rotations on 
the bench. Kind of like a part-time job 
with no benefits. 

“It is a hard job,” sophomore 
teammate Anna Schrad said. “That's 
your one thing that you have to do, 
and the coaches expect you.to come 


in and do that night-in, night-out. 

“She doesn’t get the glory, but in 
all reality, what she does sets up 
everything else.” 

More than talent, Wischmeier’s 
competitive nature is what stands out 
among her teammates. And it’s made 
her an invaluable part of Nebraska's 
championship program. 


At the time she accepted a scholar- 
ship from NU, naysayers predicted 
she wasn’t good enough to play for 
the Huskers. She came to Lincoln 
from tiny Lewiston, playing primari- 
ly as a hitter for her high school team. 

Her athletic ability was ques- 
tioned. 

If Cook had any doubts, they were 
eased watching Wischmeier play bas- 
ketball in the state tournament. After 
she was practically knocked out ona 
hard foul, Cook recalls how 
Wischmeier wobbled over to the free- 
throw line and calmly sank both tries 
down the stretch of a tight game. 

“] don’t think she’s surprised any- 
body with her toughness,” Cook 
said. “That’s why she’s on the court.” 

Of this year’s Huskers, the junior 
setter-turned-defensive specialist is 
the only player to see action in every 
match of her career. 

Allison Weston was the last 
Nebraska player to play in every 
match. Also recognized as a tough 
competitor, Weston starred on 
Nebraska’s 1995 national champions 
and eventually represented the 
United States in the 2000 Olympic 
Games. 


With a championship ring of her 
own, even Wischmeier admits she 
has to pinch herself at times. 

“You're so caught up in this when 
you're here, you do kind of take it for 
granted,” Wischmeier said. “But then 
you go home, and so many people 
come up and say they’re so happy for 
you. 

“I feel so blessed to have experi- 
enced what I’ve gone through.” 

Wischmeier was NU’s freshman 
setter in 1999, capably filling her role 
in what amounted to a transition year 
for the Huskers. 

Cook’s promotion to head coach 
and Wischmeier’s switch to strictly 
defense coincided with NU’s 34-0 
championship season a year ago. 

Cook admires Wischmeier for her 
consistency as well as the ability to 
come up with a big play. He specifi- 
cally recalls a one-fisted dig against 
Hawaii in last year’s final four that 
turned a tight match Nebraska’s way. 

Against UCLA earlier this season, 
Cook said three early digs by 
Wischmeier helped to neutralize All- 
American Kristee Porter in a surpris- 
ingly easy NU win. 

Wischmeier, too, must pass effec- 
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tively. Ballhandling is considered the 
make-or-break area for a Nebraska 
team blessed with the nation’s top 
setter and a bevy of All-American hit- 
ters. 

From the service line, Wischmeier 
is on a pace to rank among the 
Huskers with the most career aces. 

Fundamentally sound in all areas, 
Wischmeier credits her early start in 
the game. Her father, Jay, coached 
Lewiston before quitting years ago to 
devote more time to the family’s 
farming operation. 

Lindsay trained under other 
coaches, her parents making time to 
haul her and an older sister to club 
practices in Lincoln. As a young girl, 
she had watched the Huskers often 
and told her parents she’d play at the 
Coliseum someday. 

But now in her third season as a 
starter for the Huskers, it’s doubtful 
Wischmeier could ever have envi- 
sioned this. 

“It’s such a big dream that once it 
comes true, it is hard to believe,” she 
said. “But I can definitely say it was a 
dream and it wasn’t just something 
that I said. It’s something I’ve 
worked toward all these years.” Hf 
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Nebraska is in 
the running for 
one of the top 
linemen in the 
Longhorn State 


By Doug Horwich 


Ithough fans of Florida 

and California high 

school football would 

likely disagree, the 

argument could easily 
be made that no state can claim more 
high school football talent on an 
annual basis than Texas. 

In a state in which the Houston 
and Dallas/Fort Worth metro areas 
alone harbor more Division I 
prospects than many states, there’s 
plenty of talent to go around, and the 
Huskers have frequently been the 
beneficiary of this exceptionally deep 
talent pool. 

Despite the fact that in-state pow- 
ers Texas and Texas A&M consistently 
sign many of the top players in the 
state, scholarship limits and the sheer 
depth of the talent base have created a 
situation in which a number of out-of- 
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Abner Estrada, an offensive guard from 


Carrolton, Texas, is giving the Huskers 
serious consideration. 


state programs have come to rely on 
Texas as a lucrative perennial recruit- 
ing base. In addition to Nebraska, 
programs such as Michigan, Notre 
Dame, Oklahoma, Florida State and 
Kansas State have reaped the rewards 
of Texas recruiting over the past 
decade. 

The Huskers are again in the run- 
ning for a number of top Texas ath- 
letes this year. One such player is 
offensive guard Abner Estrada (6- 
foot-4, 275 pounds, 5.2) from R.L. 


Nebraska Commitments for 2002 


Player 
Curt Dukes 


Matt Herian 
Mark LeFlore 
Kurt Mann 
Jay Moore 


Pierce, Neb. 


Grand Island, Neb. 
Elkhorn, Neb. 
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Hometown (school) 
Newton (Newton-Conover), N.C. 6-2 


Omaha (Central), Neb. 6-0 


Ht. Wt. Pos. 
210 OB 
6-5 225 TE 
185 WR 
6-5 260 OL 


6-4 1/2 245 RE 


Turner High School in Carrollton, 
Texas. 

Estrada is one of the most highly 
coveted linemen in the state and has 
more than 10 offers from programs 
around the country, including 
Nebraska, Miami, Ohio State, Arizona 
State, Clemson and Kansas. 

Despite being recruited by in-state 
programs, Estrada wants to leave the 
state and is giving the Huskers seri- 
ous consideration. 

“Nebraska Coach Turner Gill is a 
really nice guy,” Estrada said. “He 
came and watched me at a practice in 
May and called and offered me a 
scholarship a week later. They have 
always had a good football team and 
have always had good linemen.” 

Estrada dominated as a junior, 
recording an estimated 35 pancake 
blocks in helping lead his team to the 
Class 5A state playoffs and a 7-4 
record. For his efforts, he was hon- 
ored as a first team All-District selec- 
tion as an offensive lineman. 

“T only play offense,” Estrada said. 
“T can drive block pretty good and 
can pass block. All of the schools 
recruiting me say that I have good 
feet. I move really well for my size. 
I'm also really good at pulling.” 

He also said he plans to get bigger. 

“I’m only 275 pounds now, but I 
was 293 just last year. I’m pretty con- 
fident that I can get up to the 300- 
pound range without too much trou- 
ble.” 

Estrada is likely to wait until after 
his senior season to make a decision 
but has the Huskers in the early lead. 

“Right now, | would say that my 
top five schools would be Nebraska, 
Miami, Ohio State, Kansas, and 
Toledo. If I had to decide today, it 


would probably be Nebraska because 
of their tradition and everything that 
they’ve done as a program.” 

The Husker coaches often recruit 
prospects as “athletes,” with the 
intention of determining their posi- 
tion at a later date. Such is the case 
with Galveston Ball High School’s 
versatile speedster Roshawn Pope (5- 
11, 180, 4.45). 

Pope is being recruited by a num- 
ber of programs around the country, 
but he is leaning toward staying rela- 
tively close to home so that he can be 
near his 1-year-old daughter. 

In addition to Nebraska, Pope cur- 
rently has offers from Oklahoma, 
Baylor, UCLA, Oklahoma State, lowa, 
Kansas and Alabama, among others. 

Pope starred last year as an option 
quarterback for Galveston Ball, and 
was named the Most Valuable Player 
in his district after rushing for 1,328 
yards, passing for 515 more and 
recording 21 touchdowns. The versa- 
tile Pope also led the district in punt- 
ing with a 42-yard average. To round 
off his resume, he added three kickoff 
returns for touchdowns. 

Despite the fact that Pope has 
played very little defense, most pro- 
grams, including Nebraska, are 
recruiting him primarily as a corner- 
back, though quarterback and wide 
receiver are also possibilities. 

Pope said he loves the Husker 
offense, and has drawn comparisons 
to Eric Crouch. 

“A lot of people tell me that I 
remind them of Eric Crouch of 
Nebraska,” he said. “My strength is in 
running the option. My high school 
team utilizes me very similarly to the 
way Nebraska utilizes Crouch.” 

In addition to football, Pope will 
base his decision on academics. 

“IT want to major in Physical 
Therapy,” Pope said, “so a school 
would have to have a program in that 
area. I looked Nebraska up on the 
Web, and they have a pretty good cur- 
riculum for that area of study.” 

Another attractive aspect of the 
Nebraska program for Pope is the fact 
that Lincoln is not a big city. 

“I'd probably prefer a smaller type 
of city,” Pope said. “Weather and cold 
wont bother me, though, if | decide to 
head up north.” 

In addition to his exploits on the 
gridiron, Pope has distinguished him- 
self in international karate competi- 


Recruiting Notes 


NU’s Success 
Starts on Line 


By Rick Shaw 


ebraska’s consistency on the football field over the years can 
be attributed to a variety of factors: coaching excellence, pre- 
miere facilities, athletic talent .. . 
Perhaps no one factor, however, has been more important to 
Nebraska’s continued success on the field than the program’s tradition of 
excellence on the offensive line. 

Nebraska has already offered scholarships to several offensive line 
prospects from around the country for their class of 2002. Many of those 
players are reciprocating that interest and list Nebraska as one of their 
early leaders. 

Abner Estrada, a 6-foot-4, 275-pound offensive guard prospect out of 
Turner High School in Carrollton, Texas, is thinking about spending his 
college years in Lincoln. 

“My favorite school is probably Nebraska because of their tradition 
and everything they’ve done with their football program,” Estrada said. 
“| like the coaches there and the fact that they always have good linemen.” 

The Huskers will have to hold off the likes of Miami, Arizona State, 
Ohio State and Clemson to get Estrada on campus. The Texas blue-chip- 
per said that he likely wouldn’t make a decision until after he’s taken his 
five allotted official visits. 

“I want to see my options,” Estrada said. “I probably won’t make a 
decision until sometime in January.” 

Stanley Daniels, a 6-4, 305-pound offensive tackle prospect from 
Marian Catholic High School in San Diego is also looking long and hard 
at Nebraska. Daniels is quickly becoming one of the most feared lineman 
on the West Coast and has scholarship offers from schools all over the 
country. Arizona, California, Colorado and Notre Dame are among the 
teams battling Nebraska for Daniels’ signature. 

Daniels admits that California might have the early edge but that he 
intends to visit all of his favorites before making a decision. Daniels took 
his first official visit of the season to Nebraska on Sept. 8 and witnessed 
the Cornhuskers’ 27-10 victory over Notre Dame. 

One of the biggest and best prospects in the South is Jemayel Phillips of 
Winnefield High School in Winnefield, La. The 6-6, 320-pound offensive 
tackle prospect has been offered scholarships by LSU, Michigan, and 
Nebraska. Phillips attended Nebraska’s summer camp in both 2000 and 
2001 and admits that the Huskers are near the top of his list. 

“Everything was great up there,” Phillips said. “The camp was a good 
learning experience, and the facilities are probably the best that I’ve seen.” 

Phillips said that he will take visits to all of his favorites before making 
a decision. He admits that he may have trouble leaving the South for the 
plains of the Midwest. 

“If you want to go to school, you have to feel comfortable,” Phillips 
said. “I don’t want to get into more than I can handle in college. I’m used 
to life in the South. Life in Nebraska would be a huge change for me. We'll 
see how everything works out.” 

Other offensive line prospects Nebraska is coveting include Nathan 
Rhodes (Bakersfield, Calif.), Heath Benedict (Highstown, N.J.), Max Jean- 
Gilles (North Miami Beach, Fla.) and Rob Smith (Fort Thomas, Ky.). Kurt 
Mann, a 6-5, 260-pound offensive guard from Grand Island, Neb., has 
already given his pledge to become a Cornhusker. 
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ATTENTION HUSKER FANS 


Individual game tickets and hotel packages are available to 
all Husker games including the Big 12 Championship and The 
Rose Bow! which is hosting the National Championship game. 


Sept. 1 Troy State 
Sept. 29 at Missouri 
Oct. 20 Texas Tech Oct. 27 Oklahoma 
Nov. 10 Kansas State Nov. 23 at Colorado 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP DEC. 1ST DALLAS, TEXAS 
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Sept. 8 Notre Dame 
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Sept. 15 Rice 
Oct. 13 at Baylor 
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Place a $100 per person deposit on the Big 12 or The Rose Bowl 


and receive a 100% refund if The Huskers do not play in the 
Game you have selected. Space is very limited. 


Please call 602-870-9197 for more information 
or email your request to Ediam71104@aol.com 
DIAMOND TRAVEL 15 years in business 
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tion as a three-time world champion 
and six-time state champion in his 
weight class. He also plays basketball 
for his high school team. 

“When I’m not playing sports or 
lifting weights, I like spending time 
with my little girl,” Pope said. 

Pope currently has the Huskers in 
a slight lead over Oklahoma State, 
Oklahoma, Baylor and UCLA, 
though he admits that the Bruins may 
be a bit too far from home. 

Another defensive back who is 
giving the Huskers a serious look is 
safety Thomas Wright (5-11, 185, 4.6) 
from Sweeny High School in Sweeny, 
Texas. Despite also playing running 
back on offense, Wright is quick to 
admit that defense is his forte. 

“T like defense best,” Wright said, 
“and that is probably where | will 
play in college. I am very good at 
reading the offense. Although I’m not 
the fastest guy to ever play, I have 
great quickness and mobility.” 

Wright had a standout junior sea- 
son, recording 117 tackles, seven pass 
break-ups, and three interceptions as 
a starting strong safety. He also 
earned first team All-District honors 
after helping Sweeny to a 9-4 record. 

Like Estrada and Pope, Wright is 
also leaning toward leaving the state 
to play football. 

“T have offers from Oklahoma, 
LSU, SMU, TCU, Texas, Iowa, UTEP, 
Arkansas, Nebraska, Texas A&M, and 
Oklahoma State,” Wright said. “They 
all want me to play defensive back. 
I’m thinking that I will probably end 
up going to school out of state.” 

In addition to football, Wright is 
one of the top track athletes in the 
state. As a junior, he finished third in 
the state in the 110-meter high hur- 
dles, third in the 330-meter interme- 
diate hurdles and was a member of 
the state champion 1600-meter relay 
team. 

“I’m not sure if [ will run track in 
college or not,” Wright said. “It is 
something that I am considering.” 

Wright admitted that Oklahoma 
State could hold the early edge for his 
commitment. 

“Oklahoma State has really stood 
out,” he said. “They were the first 
school to offer and have been recruit- 
ing me the hardest. I’m also thinking 
about going to Nebraska. They have 
offered me scholarships in both foot- 
ball and track.” 
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Quality components include Citizen® quartz movements. Water resistant with two year warranty. 
Elite watches packaged in tin gift box. Team watch packaged in tuck box. 
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ACROSS 
NU's running back coach 
NU's receiver coach 
1994 national champion 
NU's No. 68 
NU's No. 16 (defense) 
Tracey Wistrom's home state 
NU's No. 43 
Missouri's new head coach 
lowa State's head coach 
NU's No. 4 (offense) 
Had interception vs. Notre Dame 
NU's offensive line coach 
NU's No. 58 
Missouri color 
Nov. 10 opponent 
NU's No. 55 (defense) 
Leading rusher vs. Notre Dame 
NU's top kickoff returner 
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DOWN 
Leading tackler vs. Notre Dame 
NU's No. 52 
Had crucial catch vs. Missouri in 
1997 
NU's quarterback coach 
NU's No. 9 (offense) 
NU's No. 9 (defense) 
Missouri nickname 
NU's top punt returner 
Leading receiver vs. Notre Dame 
Missouri's location 
NU pancake leader 
Oct. 27 opponent 
NU's backup quarterback 
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YOU ARE INSULTED WHEN YOU OFFER YOUR 

GAME TICKETS TO SOMEONE AND HE WANTS 

TO KNOW WHERE YOUR SEATS ARE LOCATED 
BEFORE HE ACCEPTS. 
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BOATING KEEPS YOU YOUNG. 
WE'LL DO THE SAME FOR YOUR BOAT. 


BALLOUBE, INC: 
NO MATTER WHAT YOUR SPORT Is 
WEVE GOT YOU COVERED 


Between you and the ele- 
ments, your boat can take 
quite a beating. So treat it 
right at the end of the season 
with certified service from 
your Mercury’ Platinum 
Dealer. After all no one 
knows boating better. 
SZERCURY 


Platinum Dealer 


Marine 


our best product is 
our service... 


507 Central Ave. 
Kearney, Ne 
308-234-4576 


1 Holder $27.50 
2-5 Holders $23.72 EA. 
1 Case (6 Holders) $21.35 EA. 


includes standard shipping 


BallQube®, Inc. has been the leader 
in custom manufacturing holders 
for Sports Collectibles since 1987. 
All our products are designed and manufactured in the USA 
Football Holders * Helmet Holders 
Mini-Helmet Holders ¢ Basketball Holders 
Cereal Box Holders ¢ Baseball Holders 
Bat Holders ¢ Hat Holders * Softball Holders 
Hockey Puck Holders ¢ Hockey Stick Holders 
Jersey Holders * Soccer Ball Holders 
Trading Card Holders Racecar Holders 
Golf Ball Holders 


IT TOOK 33 


Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stonley C. Pearle had a edge available. At Pearle we've made sure 
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Also available in decorative wood bases 
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www.ballqube.com 


The Clear USA Winner 
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from that simple dedication is 
a chain of the finest eyecare 
stores available throughout 
America. 

In that time, we've made 
enormous investments to keep 
up with the rapid change in 


eyewear technology. From the 


latest in frames, lenses and 


All the way from the exams 
you receive to the lenses you 
need to the frames you select. 
In foct, we have put systems 
in place to ensure that our 
customers receive superior 
eyecare every day, and 
every time. 


Come into Pearle and see for 


oe 


coatings to the newest techniques for measuring yourself if this isn’t the best eyecare you've ever 
8 AM. TO 5 PM. C.S.T. MONDAY-FRIDAY 
OR FAX ANYTIME 903-863-5571 


RT 2, BOx 190 CUSHING, TX 75760 


MasterCard 


eyes, our professionals update you on the most received. It took 35 years, but we think you'll 


es ar 


current eyecare information and products knowl agree it was worth it 


: PEARLE VISION” 


Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


1437 North Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308*382°9205 


125 South 66th 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402°489*9776 


1132 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402°476°7583 


re | i 
Q 
B 
ak 
at es 
ne 


1. © 1996 Pearle Vision, nc 


‘/; TO WRITE THIS AD. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 37 


Easier Said 
Than Done 


Husker co-captain says, ‘It was 
a hard game to get up for’ 


THE NEBRASKA FOOTBALL TEAM did- 
n't take its “Tunnel Walk” before the Rice 
game. 

On that Thursday night, the 
Cornhuskers deferred, giving the honor to 
a color guard formed with representatives 
from the Lincoln Police Department, the 
Lincoln Fire Department, the Lincoln 
Sheriff's Department, the Nebraska State 
Patrol and the University of Nebraska 
ROTC. 

Players and coaches from Nebraska and Rice stood along 
their respective sidelines as those representatives carried 
American flags through the tunnel and onto the field. It 
was an emotional moment as the group 
marched from beneath the south stands and 
into the stadium. 

Cornhusker tight end Tracey Wistrom had 
“goosebumps,” he said. 

He shared the emotion with the 77,344 in 
the stands. “Some people think football is our 
whole life,” he said. “But that’s not the case. 
We feel all the pain everybody else does.” 

The wounds in the America psyche from 
terrorist attacks less than two weeks before 
run deep. And though people talk of healing 
and of moving forward, such things are easier 
said than done. 

Wistrom saw that in his teammates during 
pre-game warm-ups. 

“We were down,” he said. “We're not usual- 
ly like that.” 

When the players first began loosening up, 
the stands were maybe one-third full, according to 
Wistrom. And the enthusiasm, like that of the players, 
seemed to be lacking, he said. 

“Tt was a hard game to get up for,” he said. 

As time passed, however, and kickoff drew near, 
Wistrom felt a change in the team and in the crowd. As a 
captain, he tried to effect the change in his teammates, com- 
paring their untypical, reflective silence to “the calm before 
the storm.” Being quiet “isn’t always that bad,” he said. 

The crowd began to respond, perhaps because of the 
sense of community created by the special activities intend- 
ed to commemorate the heroic acts of those in New York 
City, Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania. The university’s 
Scarlet and Cream singers led the crowd in the first verse of 
“God Bless America.” And a card section in the East 
Stadium formed “USA” in red, white and blue. 

HuskerVision produced a tribute video, which included 
a Ray Charles rendition of “America the Beautiful.” And 
former Cornhusker coach Tom Osborne — now 
Congressman Osborne — offered a pre-recorded message 
of optimism on the HuskerVision screens at either end of 
the stadium. 

Something positive can emerge from the terrible tragedy 
with which the country must come to grips, Osborne said. 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


Tight end and co-captain 
Tracey Wistrom scored 
two touchdowns. 


There has been a resurgence in patriotism and a revival of 
spiritualism. The way to defeat terrorism is to live as nor- 
mally as possible, he said. And he thanked fans for attend- 
ing. 

A moment of silence followed the tribute video, and then 
with the teams on the sideline, the Cornhusker marching 
band played the national anthem. It was very moving. 

And the significance wasn’t lost on anyone, including 
the players. 

It was the first time during his career at Nebraska that 
the pre-game routine at Memorial Stadium didn’t include a 
“Tunnel Walk,” senior cornerback and co-captain Keyuo 
Craver said. 

But that was OK because “it was for a great cause,” he 
said. “You can show respect.” 

Standing on the sideline during the nation- 
al anthem, Craver said he was reminded of 
high school games, an appropriate feeling 
when you consider it — high school football, 
high school athletics of any sort for that mat- 
ter, are unmistakably woven into the fabric of 
American life. 

Cornerback DeJuan Groce had feelings sim- 
ilar to Craver's. 

“It kind of reminded me of high school,” he 
said. 

Nebraska split end Wilson Thomas sensed 
some of the things that Wistrom described. 
The pre-game atmosphere “was more subtle 
(than usual),” he said. “We didn’t get hyped 
up for the tunnel walk. We had to get our- 
selves motivated in a way that wasn’t tradi- 
tional for us. But we got it going. 

“Coming into the game, I felt sluggish. It was just a dif- 
ferent atmosphere with everything that has happened over 
the last week. I was afraid the level of concentration just 
wasn’t going to be there. 

“So [came in and really tried to focus.” 

The crowd helped, as did the pre-game ceremony, which 
touched players on both sides of the field. “I think 
Nebraska did a great job honoring (those in) this tragic sit- 
uation,” said Rice defensive back Jason Hebert. “In a way it 
got us pumped up to play this game tonight.” 

Watching someone else come through the tunnel before- 
hand “seemed kind of odd,” Groce said. 

It wasn’t odd in a negative way, however, because 
“everybody was into it,” he said. 

Once the game began, the players focused on the task at 
hand. For all anyone knew, it could have been “just anoth- 
er Nebraska football game,” said Wistrom. 

But it wasn’t, of course. Nothing can be quite the same 
anymore. 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 


Star He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 
or PO. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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2001 adidas’ - 
Nebraska Maxim Cap 


Parking Available on Non-Game Saturdays — 
We Validate. 
STORE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 10-5 
Just across the street from Memorial Stadium. 


Call toll-free 1-800-965-8674 for a 
FREE Official 2001 Huskers Authentic catalog. 


Visit us on the web at huskers.com 
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